
Promoting the Pioneer View of the Pillars of .4dventism and the truth that 
"Heauen's plun of salvation is broad enough to embrace the whole world," John 3:16 

Christ's Perfect Atoning Sacrifice at Calvary 
and His Character-Perfecting Work as High Priest 

Part I 

Study for the Month of July, 2007 

By Nathaniel M. rajardo 

Sin: \Vhat Made the Work of Atonement Necessary 

ATONEMENT, according to Dr. John D. Davis, A Dictionary of the Bible, 4th Revised 
edition, 1942, means "at-one-ment; the making those one in feeling who before were at 
variance." (emphasis mine) . Some forty years earlier, in 1901, Ellen G. White had 
already written a more compact yet comprehensive Biblical definition of it. While 
retaining the basic meaning of "at-one-ment," she connects it, as the Scriptures do, with 
three important things, namely: 

1. Faith in Christ's sacrifice---not faith "on faith," as many mistakenly think so.
Faith is in no sense our Savior! Christ's sacrifice is that He--the Creator of heaven and
earth--volunteered in the councils of the Godhead, to undertake the act of infinite
humility and condescension by incarnating permanently into the perfect flesh-and
blood Man, the Second Adam. In this human nature He was to gain the victory over the
same grounds where the first Adam fell. He was to suffer the lot of all men on earth and
die the death that all men deserve as his Substitute and Surety. But in His incarnation He
did not cease to be the Creator himself, God in the flesh. He, in fact, became the Creator
Redeemer. Of the Godhead in Him alone is humanity and divinity combined.

2. The law of God, as the detector of sin. --Without the law there is no knowledge
of sin (Rom. 7=7), and .vi.thout the knowledge of sin the efficacy of Christ's perfect
atoning sacrifice as the Lamb of God, and atoning work as the High Priest, would be
meaningless. To the antinomian, or "the lawless Christian," the amazing work of
atonement, particularly Christ's work as High Priest in the second apartment of the most
holy in the heavenly sanctuary, is a strange thing. But to the law-abiding Chtistian the
work of atonement is his assurance of salvation.

3. His perfect sacrifice enables men to render perfect obedience.--Christ's
perfect atoning sacrifice made at Calvary is the only atoning sacrifice or propitiation that
satisfies the demands of the divine law that was broken by man. It is the very means by
which obedience to every principle of the law is made possible, i.e., to all vvho
comprehend the spirituality, not merely "the letter" of the law. It is legalism to obey the
letter of the law-for it is the obedience of sinful, helpless, powerless man. But it is
righteousness to obey the spirit of the law-for it is only possible when Christ is abiding
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