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And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; 
These things saith the Amen, thefaithful and true Witness, the 

beginning of the creation of God. I know thy works, that thou a1·t 
neither cold nor hot. I would that thou wert cold or hot. So then 

because thou art lukewarm., neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out 
of My mouth." Rev. 3:14-16 (KJV) 

THE PROPHESIED LAST CONDITION OF THE TRUE CHURCH 
The Age of Judgment 

From 1844 to the final sifting of the.final test of the National Sunday Law, with the 
outpouring of the sealing Latter Rain. Then, the purified, Church Triumphant emerges. 

Historical Background 

Laodicea. "This name has been defined as meaning, 'judging the people,' or 'a people 
adjudged.' The latter appears preferable here. By road the distance to Philadelphia to the 
Asia Minor city of Laodicea is some 40 miles. The latter was founded by the Seleucid 
king Antiochus II Theos (261-246 B.C.), and named in honor of his \lvife, Laodicc. 
Situated in the Valley of the Lycus River, Laodicea was a prosperous commercial center 
in John's day, specializing in the production of woolen goods. It lay ,-vithin a few miles of 
the cities Colossae and Hieropoli, and at an early date there were Christians in each of 
these cities (see Col. 4:13). By the time Revelation vvas ·written, the church at Laodicea 
had probably been in existence some 40 years. Paul took a distinct interest in this 
congregation and directed the Colossians to exchange epistles ,,rith the Laodiceans (Col. 
4:16; see Vol. V, p. 183). "- Footnotes," An Exhaustive E.G. White Commentary on 
Revelation, vol. 2, p. 610. 

Dr. John D. Davis says Laodicea was: 
''A city originally called Diospolis, city of Zeus, which was enlarged and improved by Antiochus 

II, and named by him, Laodicea, after his wife Laodice. It was the chief city of Phrygia Pracatiana, 
in Asia Minor. .... It manufactured cloth and garments from the black wool produced by a breed 
of sheep in its vicinity; and it was the seat of a medical school, whose physicians prepared the 
Phrygian powder for the cure of ophthalmia. It numbered many .Jews among its inhabitants (Ant. 
xiv.10, 20). Epaphras labored there (Col. 4: 12, 13), and is considered as the founder of its
Christian church .... About the year 65 of the Christian era, Laodicea, Colossae, and Hicrapolis 
were destroyed by an earthquake. Its citizens rebuilt Laodicea out of their own resources, without 
the customary aid from Rome."- A Dictionary of the Bible, Presbyterian Board, 4th Revised 
edition, Westminster Press, PA, 1942.

Halley's Bible Handbook ,-vith the NIV version has this entry: 
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