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The Relation of Faith and Works 

In any serious study of how one can fulfill Christ's requirement to become "perfect 
even as our Father in heaven is perfect" (Matt. 5:48), the subject of the relation of faith to 
and works is critical to its understanding. Unless one knows vvith certainty how these 
two dynamics of the gospel interrelate 'Nith each other, it is certain that one of the two 
major doctrinal errors ,vill be arrived at, namely, lav,less salvation on one hand, and 
fanatical self-works on the other. One is called "saved by faith alone, works is legalism"-­
a corrupted form of the true Biblical teaching on justification by faith; the other, 
"salvation by works" -the Pharisaical corruption of the true Biblical teaching on 
sanctification through obedience to God's law. 

The following is one of the several letters E.G. White vvrote to Alonzo Trevor Jones, 
datelined Napier, New Zealand, Apr. 9, 1893, which expresses her great concern over 
Jones' early drift towards what would later digress into his downfall,-pantheism,--as 
introduced by Dr. Kellogg. She said that the "alpha of the apostasy" was contained in the 
heresies contained in the book, Living Temple, authored by Dr. Kellogg. The "omega," 
she ,vas shown, "would be of a startling nature." (1 SM 197, 200, 200). We will reprint 
the whole letter for clarity and context (emphasis mine): 

"Brother A. T. Jones: 

"I was attending a meeting, and a large congregation was present. In my dream you 
were presenting the subject of faith and the imputed righteousness of Christ by faith. You 
repeated several times that works amounted to nothing, that there were no conditions. 
The matter was presented in that light that I knew minds ·would be confused, and would 
not receive the correct impression in reference to faith and ·works, and I decided to ,,vritc 
you. 

"You state the matter too strongly. There are conditions to our receiving justification 
and sanctification, and the righteousness of Christ. I know your meaning, but you leave a 
wrong impression upon many minds. While good works will not save even one soul, yet 
it is impossible for even one soul to be saved without good works. God saves us under a
law, that we must ask, if we vmuld receive, seek if we would find, and knock if we would 
have the door opened to us. 
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