
Study for the Month of January, 2008 

Part VII of Christ's Perfect Atoning Sacrifice & Character
Perfecting Work as our High Priest 

Focusing on: The Sin Offering & the Drink Offering 

By Nathaniel Fajardo 

I wish you all a peaceful and spiritually prosperous New Year 2008! 

May the love of God "which conquers all" (Rom: 8: 37-39) be "shed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghost" (Rom. 5: 5) so that we can accelerate the proclamation of the third 
angel's message "by pen and voice" to the people we hold closest and dearest to us this 
New Year. \Vho knows, it may our last? It was for those friends and acquaintances of 
ours who went to their graves just before the calendar year ended. Therefore, let us 
"work while it is day: the night cometh when no man can work!" John 9: 4. 

Soon the latter rain--the final outpouring of the Holy Spirit vvithout measure--is corning 
to join and give power to the third message as it swells to the "loud cry" of the "fourth 
angel" of Revelation 18. This loud cry message is in addition to the third angel's message, 
joining it as the midnight cry joined the second angel's message in the summer of 1844. 
(See Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 4, p. 421). 

When the latter rain comes we will either be found prepared or unprepared to receive it 
and be sealed in our foreheads with the name of the Father. This preparation is a day by 
day, and is the same as preparing for (1) the close of probation (both individual and 
general) (2) the coming Sunday law, and (3) "setting our house in order" if told \Ve have 
but a few weeks or days to live. It is the work of moral character-perf ecti.on called 
sanctification, or overcoming by "cleansing oneself from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God." 2 Cur. 7:1. 

To the Bible Christian, however, it is not the first day of the calendar year that is his 
"new year." It is his birthday. On this day, whenever he reaches it, he should look back 
at the past twelve months and make an honest and thorough evaluation if he has made 
any advancement in his striving towards the goal of Christ likeness-if this was his goal 
at all--and ifhe has overcome those sins which "easily beset him" the previous year/s. If 
nothing has changed at all in these areas, it was a year lost, never more to return with 
its opportunities, even if he got a promotion and a big pay increase, etc. 

I personally feel the gro\o\-ing urgency of the passage, "Teach us to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts to wisdom." (Ps. 90:12). We are one year nearer the end of the 
pre-advent judgment work of Jesus as High Priest and righteous Judge that commenced 
on October 22, 1844 ! Many who do not believe in the investigative judgment cannot also 
believe that the gentle Lamb and Shepherd v,i.11 also display the mysterious "wrath of 
Him that sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb" (Rev. 6:16) when He finally 
casts down the censer of mediation, and "lets loose the four winds of strife." Rev. 7: 1-3. 

What "the ,vrath of the Lamb" vv:ill be like may be seen in Lhe (1) ten plagues that fell 
upon Eg)11t (Exo. 7:17-25; 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13), (2) the Flood that destroyed the wicked 
antediluvian world (Gen. 6: 17, etc.), (3) the fire from heaven that consumed the immoral 
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and cruel tvvin cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 19: 1-28), and (4) the utter 
desolation of the city of Jerusalem and its inhabitants in the hands of the Romans in A.D. 
70. The Spirit of Prophecy declares:

"The destruction of ,Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who are trifling with the
offers of divine grace and resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more 
decisive testimony of God's hatred for sin and to a certain punishment that will fall upon the 
guilty. The Savior's prophecy concerning the visitation of judgments upon Jerusalem is to have 
another.fulfillment, of which that terrible desolation was but a.faint shadow. In the fate of the 
chosen city we may behold the doom of the world that has rejected God's mercy and trampled 
upon His law." -Great Controversy, p. 36. 

And all these terrible judgments of God were, are, and will be caused by 
nothing else but by sin that has not been sincerely repented of, and given up while 
probation time was mercifully granted by God! 

This introduces us to the second to the last sacrificial offering of our study, which is: 

The Sin Offering 

As a reiteration of our past discussions, offerings of many kinds to God constituted a 
marked feature of worship of the ancient Israelites under the Jevvish of Mosaic Economy. 
Extended information on the subject is found in Le\iticus 1-7, but not there exclusively. 
Offerings \vere of two classes, public and private, according as they were offered at the 
expense of the nation or of an individual, and they were of 3 kinds: drink offerings, 
vegetable or meal ("meat") offerings, and animal offerings or sacrifices. 

The shedding of blood was a necessary accompaniment of every offering made in 
accordance with the ritual or ceremonial law. Without it there was no remission of sins; 
and hence a bloodless offering, such as was offered by Cain, could not be accepted by 
God, for man, a sinner, has no right to approach the sinless God. It is true that in certain 
cases, such as extreme poverty, a bloodless offering was permitted; but it was made and 
accepted only in connection vvith blood on the great altar 

Of the sin-offering S.N. Haskell says (and we quote in full): 

"In none of the types was the individual worshipper brought into so close touch with the 
sanctuary service as in the sin-offering. There is no part of religious worship that brings the 
individual worshipper into such close touch with the Lord as when he kneels at the Savior's feet, 
confessing his sins, and knowing the strength of the promise, 'If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.' [1 John 1:9). It is then 
that the repentant sinner touches the hem of the Master's garment, and receives his healing 
power in the soul. 

"Sin is the transgression of the law of God [1 John 3:4]. The one who had 'done somewhat 
against any of the commandments of the Lord' was guilty of sin; and in order to be free from sin, 
he must bring an offering, that by seeing the innocent victim die for his sins he might more fully 
comprehend how the innocent Lamb of God could offer Hi:, life for the sins of the world. 

"If the sinner was a priest, filling that ho1y office where the influence of his wrong course would 
cause others to stumble, then he was to bring a bullock, an expensive animal, as a sin-offering; 
but if he was one of the common people, he could bring a kid [of a goat l or a Iamb. The value of 
the animal to he offered, was determined by the position held by the transgressor. 
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The Procedure: 

"The sin-offering was brought into the court of the sanctuary, to the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation (Lev. 4: 1-35). The sinner, with his hands laid upon the head of the lamb, 
confessed over it all his sins, and then v:ith his own hand killed he killed it (Lev. 4: 29; Num. 5:7). 
Sometimes the blood was taken into the first apartment of the sanctuary by the officiating priest, 
who dipped his finger in the blood and sprinkled it before the Lord. The horns of the golden altar, 
the altar of incense, were also touched with the blood. 

"The priest then came out into the court, and poured out al1 the blood at the base of the altar of 
burnt-offering (Lev. 4: 7, 18, 25, 30). The bodies of the animals whose blood was taken into the 
sanctuary, were burned Vtithout [outside] the camp. (Lev. 6:30). 'Wherefore Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the gate [of Jerusalem]." (Heb. 13: 
12). 

"The sinner, by confessing his sins over the lamb, in type and shadow transferred them to the 
lamb. The life of the lamb was then taken instead of the life of the sinner, typifying the death of 
the Lamb of God, who would offer His life for the sins of the world. The blood of the animal was 
powerless to remove sin (Heb. 10:4), but by shedding its blood the penitent revealed his faith in 
the divine offering of the Son of God. Every sin-offering was to be without blemish, thus typifying 
the perfect sacrifice of the Savior (1 Pet. 1:19).

"In some offerings the blood was not taken into the sanctuary, but in every sin-offering all the 
blood was poured out at the base of the altar of burnt-offering in the court. When the blood was 
not taken into the first apartment of the sanctuaiy, a portion of the flesh was eaten by the priest in 
the holy place. (Lev. 10:18). As the priest assimilated the flesh of the sin-offering, and it thus 
became a part of his own body; and as he performed the work of the sanctuary, he strikingly 
typified how "Christ bore our sins on His body on the tree.' ( 1 Pet. 2:24), and then entered the 
heavenly sanctuary with that same body to appear in the presence of God for us. 

"The priest ate only the flesh of the sin-offering when the blood was not taken within the 
sanctuary. The command in regard to this was very plain: 'But no sin-offering from which any of 
the blood is brought into the tabernacle of meeting, to make atonement in the holy place, shall be 
eaten. It shall be burned in the fire.' (Lev. 6:30, NKN). To violate this command would be to 
ignore the significance of the type. [Why?] The priest entering into the sanctuary to present the 
blood of the sin-offering before the Lord, was a forcible symbol of Christ who, by His own blood, 
enterfd into the heavenly sanctuary, 'having obtained eternal redemption for us.' (Heb. 9: 11, 12). 

"By the blood and by the flesh the confessed sins of the sinner were in type transferred to the 
sanctuary. They were hid from view, for no human eyes, except the eyes of those who officiated as 
priests, gazed within the sanctuary. The type was beautiful, but how much more beautiful the 
antitype! When the sinner lays his sins on Christ, 'the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of 
the world,' those sins are hidden, covered by the blood of Christ. (Rom. 4: 7, 8). They are all 
recorded in the books of heaven (J er. 2: 22); but the blood of the Savior covers them, and if he 
who sinned is faithful to God, they will be never be revealed, but will finally be destroyed in the 
fires of the last day. The most wonderful part is that God Himself says He will cast them 
behind His back (Isa. 38:17) and will not remember them (Isa. 43: 25)." 

This must be emphasized: In the type it is by the blood and the flesh of the sacrificial 
animals that the confessed sins of the Israelites vvere transferred, repeat, transferred, 
not immediately blotted out, to the sanctuary. Likev-.ri.se, in the antitype it is by the blood 
of Christ shed at His death, and by bearing--not partaking---the sins that we confess, in 
the human.flesh nature that He incarnated into, that our sins are transferred into our 
books of record in the heavenly sanctuary. These remain on the books as sins that have 
been forgiven yet are temporarily covered by the blood of Christ. These forgiven sins 
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