
Study for the Month of January, 2008

BIBLICAL PERFECTION 
PART VIII 

By Nathaniel M. Fajardo 

The Sanctification of the Mind 

Sanctification, the Greek hagiasmos, means holiness, consecration, and comes from 
the hagiazo, meaning, to make holy, to consecrate, to sanctify, to set apart, and is 
equivalent to the Hebrew quadash, meaning, to separate from common use. As a 
modern theological term, the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Dictionary says, 
"sanctification denotes a process of character development, or a result of this process." 

"Holiness," says the inspired writer, which here is equivalent to sanctification--the 
work of fitting us up for heaven---"is not rapture." Rather, it means seven practical 
things [1] "it is an entire surrender of the will to God;" [2] "it is living by every -..vord that 
proceeds from the mouth of God;" [3] "it is the doing ·with the will of our heavenly 
Father;" [4] "it is trusting God in trial, in darkness as ,vell as in the light;" [5] "it is 
,valking by faith and not by sight;" [6]"it is relying on God with unquestioning 
confidence," [7] "and resting in His love." -E.G. White, Acts of the Apostles, p. 51. 

Furthermore she clarifies and reveals the secret of true holiness, as follov,,s: 

"No man can receive holiness as a birthright, or as a gift from any human being. Holiness is 
the gift of God through Christ. Those who [truly] receive the Savior become sons of God. They are 
His spiritual children, born again, renewed in righteousness and true holiness. Their minds are 
changed. vVith clearer vision they behold eternal realities. They are adopted into God's family, 
and they become conformed to His likeness, changed by His Spirit from glory to glory. From 
cherishing love for self, they come to cherish supreme love for God and for Christ. ... Accepting 
Christ as a personal Savior, and following His example of self-denial-this is the secret of 
holiness."- God's Amazing Grace, p. 120. 

This month's study is a continuation of our simulated interview with Daniel T. 
Bourdeau on the topic of the sanctification of the mind. We left off last month on the 
discussion on how the different aspects of the faculties and operations of the mind are 
sanctified or are purified and made holy, which is a progressive process that takes place 
through the intelligent and ·willing participation of the individual with the designated 
work of the Holy Spirit in the Word. Paul calls this "the sanctification of the Spirit." 1 Pet. 
1:2. 

The first two faculties discussed in last month's issue were (1) attention and (2) 
reflection. We will now proceed ,vith the simulated interview on the other aspects of 
the mind's faculties and operations, as follows (all emphasis mine): 
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